Xli              AUTHOR'S   FOREWORD
Roberts and Mr, Travers Button, Mr. F. Perrot and
several other friends, for reading through the MSS*
and making valuable suggestions.
I now ask every reader to consider carefully and
impartially the facts set out in these pages, and then
to ask the simple question: " What can I do to
help to set these millions of slaves free from their
soul-destroying, body-destroying bondage ? "
After this book had gone to the printers, a piece
of news reached this country which once again
shows how potent is the force of public opinion in
urging slavery reform.
The Times of October 25th contains a telegram
from Hong Kong announcing that the Secretary of
State for the Colonies (Lord Passfield) has directed that
the registration of Mui Tsai should now be enforced*
This, then, is the answer, so long awaited, to the
question asked on page 113 of this book. The
Times telegram adds that a further Bill relating to
Mui Tsai is being introduced into the Legislative
Council of Hong Kong for the purpose of bringing
to an end as soon as possible the present system*
Much will depend upon the regulations now made
and upon the vigour with which the new law is en-
forced. But the Government is to be congratulated
on making a new effort to end an ancient wrong.
K, S.
October 26, 1929.